lin» 


Ouse 


10c. 


per copy 








Volume 132 JUNE 5, 1950 





EDITORIAL s 
A Plea for Sanis) 


T IS high time that somebody said somethin} about eS rent wave 
of hysteria sweeping across the land, icularl e it is obe'rved 
within the ranks of churchmen. If it edWinues, aga it cannotWontinue 

without growing in intensity, then it would take a hardy fo predict 
where we will land. s 





A sane reporter from a Southern city where this hysteria is conspicu- 
ous says of the John T. Flynn book, which has added to the hysteria, 
‘Now old line Protestant are saying Flynn has almost convinced them 
they must join the Roman Catholic Church in order better to fight com- 
munism,’’ 


It now seems that convention programs, luncheon elub schedules, 
and, of all places, some Christian pulpits, use every opportunity to talk 
alarmingly about socialism, statism, political and economic perils, real 
or supposed, in a vocabulary that becomes noticeably repetitious. And, 
we dare say that the current rash of commencement talks will bear the 
marks of the same epidemic. 


All this is not to suggest for a moment that we need not concern our- 
selves with fundamental principles which are at stake, but it is to say 
that we need to keep our perspective. Furthermore, we need to keep from 
fooling ourselves when we talk piously about the gospel and identify it 
with political platforms which were reagtionary and full of holes 50 years 
ago. 


Look at the play given the Velikovsky nonsense about ‘‘worlds in 
collision.’’ Fundamentalists will have none of his ‘‘scientifie’’ explana- 
tions of Joshua and the sun standing still; reputable scientists scoff at the 
so-called studies—but these pell-mell hystericals put it at the top of the 
non-fiction (!) best seller list. 


Don’t you think it is time we all stopped running; that we took a 
good look into those shadows long enough to distinguish between fact and 
fancy; that we realized that whatever realities we must come to grips 
with in our world cannot be grappled with when we and the rest of our 
people are in our present mental state? 


Instead of observing the pitiful spectacle of the Christian pulpit 
succumbing to the same hysteria, can’t we see and hear about more pul- 
pits where troubled, frightened men are being laid hold on by a gospel 
that does not blink the facts but that furnishes the power to put men on 
their feet and keep them there? Can’t we? 
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AUGUSTA 
Military Academy 


Fort Defiance, Virginia 

One of America’s oldest and most dis- 
tinguished military schools, located in 
the heart of the beautiful Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia. Prepares for all 
colleges, universities, and West Point 
and Annapolis. Grades 5-12. A War 
Department Honor R. O. T. C. School. 

Non-Denominational, but all Prot- 
estant cadets required to attend the 
Augusta Stone Church (Presbyterian), 
one of the nation’s oldest, each Sun- 
day 

For information and catalog, write 
Colonel Chas. 8S. Roller, Jr., Principal. 








BELHAVEN 
COLLEGE 


For Women 

Meets— 

The Demands of Parents 

The Needs of Students 
Maintains— 

Christian Atmosphere 

Well-rounded Educational Pro 

gram 

Moderate Expense 





Write: 
G. T. Gillespie, President, | 
Jackson, Mississippi. 
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Our Radio Preacher 
DR. JOHN A. REDHEAD 
Sunday, June 11 
10-10:30 A. M. (E. S. T.) 
9-9:30 A. M. (C. S. T.) 

TOPIC: 


‘‘The Place of Religion in 
Achievement’’ 


Write for copies of Messages 





Letters to the Editors 





Pastor Hits Wasteful Promotional Efforts 





Paper, Time, Energy, Money 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Permit me to thank and commend you 
for your very fine editorial in your May 
8 issue, “Will the Pressure Increase?” As 
manager of an active business, as well 
as pastor of a rapidly growing church, I 
am appalled by the waste of paper, time 
and energy, and also the cost of mailing, 
that promotional schemes consume. 

Every day I throw into my wastebasket, 
unopened, numbers of letters, booklets, 
pamphlets, and other advertising media 
that cost unnecessary sums of money. The 
business world has an excuse for such 
waste because the cost thereof can be de- 
ducted from taxable income as cost of op- 
eration, but the church agencies have no 
such legitimate reason for wasting the 
offerings of the membership, which are 
often made out of real sacrifice. ... 

W. E. DAVIS. 

Newport News, Va. 


Sholem Asch and Christian Faith 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The facts concerning Sholem Asch and 
his Jewish or Protestant or Romish faith 
are as follows. 

In his own way he has accepted Christ. 
Here are his words, “In my body, in my 
mind, in my soul, I know that this Jesus 
is my Jewish Messiah.” Note also his 
further statement, “Insofar as a man can 
make a pledge for the future I will never 
in my life leave the faith of my fathers.” 
Asch has not become a Roman Catholic— 
nor has he become a Protestant, although 


he writes positively, “Everybody could see 
from my writings that I felt closer and 
have more understanding of the Protestant 
Faith than of the Roman Catholic Church.” 

Asch thinks that Romanists are spread- 
ing the rumors concerning him, in order to 
kill his influence among his own people. 
He says that there has never been a rumor 
that he has embraced the Protestant 
Church. 

Any one desiring to check the above 
statements is advised to write Dr. C. T. 
Leber, of the U. S. A. Foreign Missions 
Board, 156 Fifth Ave., N. Y., or Dr. Conrad 
Hoffman, Jr., of the International Mission- 
ary Council, the same address. I think 
Asch is anxious to have the facts made 
known. It has been suggested that he is 
very much the modern Nicodemus but in 
many ways the analogy breaks down. 

There is food for much thought in his 
trying to continue in the faith of his 
fathers while definitely accepting Jesus of 
Nazareth as his Messiah. Did the very 
early church do something of this same 
sort? 

D. P. McGEACHY, Sr. 

Lake Waccamaw, N. C. 


Louisiana Synod 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The Synod of Louisiana adjourned with- 
out having a meeting place for this 
a & «> 

The synod will meet in the First Pres- 
byterian Church of New Orleans on Sep- 
tember 19, at 7:30 P. M. 

HIRAM L. REEVES, §S. C. 

Belcher, La. 








Annuities and Relief 


to 


ment which was promised 





GIFT ANNUITY AGREEMENTS 
are 


A SAFE INVESTMENT 


because 


(1) Behind them is the wide investment experience of your Board of 


Your Board has expert and interested investment counsel 


(3) In all the years GIFT ANNUITY AGREEMENTS have been issued 
no purchaser has ever failed to receive the semi-annual interest pay- 


A SAFE INVESTMENT SURELY! 


If you have money to invest, why not write: 


THE BOARD OF ANNUITIES AND RELIEF 
Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary 


410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 


Wm. H. Hopper, Treasurer 
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Director of Public 
Relations Work Will 
Be Hervey H. Walters 


Arkansas Layman to Shift from 
Adult Work to Atlanta Office 


Atlanta, Ga. (RNS)——Appointment of 
Harvey H. Walters, of Richmond, Va., 
as director of public relations for the 
Presbyterian Church, US, has been an- 
nounced here. 

Mr. Walters now is director of young 
adult work and Christian family life 
education for the Board of Education 
of the church. 

He will assume the position of public 
relations director for the General Coun- 
cil of the church on June 1, with head- 
quarters here. 

Mr. Walters is a native of Arkansas 
and a graduate of Georgia Military 
Academy, College Park, Ga., and of the 
University of Missouri School of Jour- 
nalism. During World War II, he served 
as a captain of field artillery in the 
Pacific. 

After his discharge from the Army, 
he served for two years as executive 
secretary of the Young Democratic 
Clubs of Arkansas and as publisher of 
“The Airman,” aviation trade journal 

Mr. Walters expects the young and 
family life program to be continued 
without interruption. His 
has not been announced. 


successor 


Seminary Gets 


Union Seminary in Virginia an- 
nounced the receipt of an unrestricted 
$100,000 anonymous gift at its recent 
commencement. President Lacy said no 
decision had been made as to the use of 
the funds. The trustees have author- 
ized the conduct of a large-scale cam- 
paign to add to 
sources. 

Robert White Kirkpatrick, pastor of 
Westminster church, Richmond, was 
named associate professor of homiletics. 
Dr. Kirkpatrick has been serving part- 
time in this department for several 
years. 

John Newton Thomas, the seminary’s 
professor of theology, was named dean 
of the graduate department, succeeding 
Donald W. Richardson. Tributes were 
paid Dr. Richardson upon his retirement 
following 22 years’ service. 

Balmer H. Kelly, who has been asso- 
ciate professor of biblical theology, was 
Promoted to a full professorship. J. 


the seminary’s re- 











WALTERS: Heads public relations. 
First Report Under New 
Set-Up Given by Agencies 


First reports of Assembly Boards un- 
der the reorganization which show re- 
ceipts fur the first month of the church 
year are as follows: 

Annuities and _ Relief 
$33,518; increase, $5,362. 

Education (Richmond), $11,577; in- 
crease, $6,988. 

Church Extension, including Program 
of Progress (Atlanta), $49,884. 

World Missions (Nashville), $72,213; 
increase, $18,667; Program of Progress, 
$64,256. 

General Fund (Atlanta), $1,099. 


$100,000 Gift 


Howard Macrae was made assistant pro- 
fessor in the biblical department. 

A feature of the seminary commence- 
ment season was the dedication of the 
Charles G. Reigner apartments, made 
possible by gifts of a Baltimore business 
man, and the Neill Ray House alongside 
the seminary campus. Dr. Lacy also an- 
nounced the establishment of the Wm. 
John and Mary Elizabeth Hudson Me- 
morial Foundation by Mr. and Mrs. Karl 
Hudson of Raleigh, N. C. 


(Louisville), 


Mrs. Cameron Morrison Dies 


Mrs. Cameron Morrison, widely 
known benefactor of Presbyterian insti- 
tutions and agencies, died in Charlotte, 
N. C., May 26. She married the former 
North Carolina Governor and U. S. 
Senator in 1924. Her first husband 
George W. Watts, Durham business man 
and generous giver to church agencies, 
died in 1921. 


Support of Higher 
Education Prompts 
USA Assembly Debate 


Commissioners Call for Greater 
Preportion of Benevolences 


Cincinnati, O. (RNS)—A budget of 
$17,049,880 for 1951 was adopted here 
by the 162nd General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, after pro- 
longed and heated debate. 

Noting that only $2,225,000 was 
allotted in the budget to Christian edu- 
cation, whereas $7,537,000 was desig- 
nated for the board of national mis- 
sions and $6,030,000 for the board of 
foreign missions, William H. Hudnut, 
Jr., of Rochester, N. Y., asked why only 
one-sixth of the amount set aside for 
missions was specified for Christian 
education. 

He drew attention to the loss of 10 
church-related colleges in the last 12 
years and commented: ‘For one rea- 
son or another we have done little to 
support our Christian education insti- 
tutions.’”’ 


Immediately, President Walter Ma» 
lone, of James Milliken University, De- 
catur, Ill., arose to declare himself in 
hearty accord with Dr. 
marks. 


Hudnut’s re- 


We train our young people today to 
become chemists and when they come 
out (of colleges) they are greater men- 
aces than when they went in, unless we 
also train them in the practice of Chris- 
tian principles,” he said. ‘‘Somehow 
our forces of Christian education have 
got to be strengthened.” 


An Over-Subscribed Budget 
Hugh Ivan Evans of Dayton, O., 
newly-elected moderator, called upon 
Paul Calvin Payne, of Philadelphia, gen- 
eral secretary of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education, to answer the protests. 
He offered an over-subscribed budget 
as the solution. 

Charges that he was “railroading the 
matter’? were voiced by several com- 
missioners when the moderator called 
for a vote on the budget. He then 
gave the floor to Robert G. Andrus, of 
Lake Forest, Ill. 

Mr. Andrus pictured himself as a 
‘village parson’? and went on to tell 
his fellow-commissioners: 

“We are in danger of losing our col- 
leges because they can get more from 
secular sources.” He estimated that 








$1,600,000 would be needed to “put 
these institutions on their feet.’’ 

“Christian education has never had 
the amount of money it has needed,’ 
he said. ‘Unless red tape is cut there 
are going to be 44 wild horses (the 
number of Presbyterian church-related 
colleges today) roaming around looking 
for a lasso to be put over their heads.” 

Clifford E. Barbour, of Knoxville, 
Tenn., retiring moderator, countered by 
saying: “If we ever cut down our mis- 
sions programs Christian education is 
lost too.”’ 

“We must get it into the mind of the 
Assembly,’’ Peter K. Emmons, of Scran- 
ton, Pa., said, “that Christian colleges 
and seminaries have a constituency of 
their own, within the church, through 
which they have an appeal. The boards 
of missions are restricted by the Gen- 
eral Assembly from making such an 
appeal. They have to get their support 
from the benevolence budget.” 


Churches Set Own Quotas 


The Assembly voted to follow the 
practice inaugurated last year for the 
1950 budget in setting no definite 
quotas for the individual churches. In- 
stead, as the budget and finance com- 
mittee suggested, churches with a cur- 
rent expense budget under $5,000 are 
requested to set their benevolence giv- 
ing ratio »*t 13 per cent. For those 
with budgets between $5,000 and $10,- 
000, the ratio was set at 14 per cent; 
$10,000 to $25,000, at 18 per cent, and 
$25,000 and over at 22 per cent. 

Objections raised by the commission- 
ers against the small amount proposed 
for Christian education may be met if 
approval is voted by this Assembly and 
the 163rd General Assembly next year 
to a proposal of the General Council 
that a special appeal be authorized for 
capital funds. 


Church Union Talked 


Moves toward organic union of Prot- 
estant Churches in this country were 
approved in a resolution which endorsed 
the Conference on Church Union formed 
last December in Greenwich, Conn. 

The General Assembly not only gave 
its support to “this significant move- 
ment” but authorized the appointment 
of seven delegates to the conference as 
well as “such other representatives as 
may be needed.”’ 

The Presbyterian Church, USA, was 
one of the eight churches which had 
representatives at the Greenwich meet- 
ing. 

Action was taken on the recommen- 
dation of Ralph Waldo Lloyd, president 
of Maryville College, and chairman of 
the permanent commission on _ Inter- 
Church Relations. 

Dr. Lloyd reported optimistically on 
the status of union negotiations with 
the Presbyterian Church, US. 

‘“‘While there is still an active minor- 
ity in the Presbyterian Church in the 
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US against union with our church,” the 
report said, ‘“‘yet the majority for union 
seems to be growing and the union 
movement in the South is active. Never 
have the ties of fellowship between our 
two communions been stronger than 
they are today.”’ 

John A. Redhead, Greensboro, N. C., 
the US fraternal delegate, drew ap- 
plause from the commissioners when he 
said that those in the Presbyterian 
Church, US, who desire success for the 
negotiations on reunion are on the in- 
crease. 


Mixed Marriages Disapproved 


Marriages between Presbyterians and 
Roman Catholics were opposed unani- 
mously. 

In approving a recommendation of its 
special committee on marriage and di- 
vorce, the Assembly adopted the same 
resolution which the General Conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
passed last year in San Francisco. The 
resolution stated: 


“Resolved, that this convention ear- 
nestly warns members of our church 
against contracting marriages with Ro- 
man Catholics under conditions imposed 
by modern Roman Canon Law, espe- 
cially as these conditions involve a 
promise to have their children brought 
up in a religious system which they 
themselves cannot accept; and further, 
because the religious education and 
spiritual training of their children by 
word or example is a paramount duty 
of parents and should never be neg- 
lected nor left entirely to others, we 
assert that in no circumstances should 
a member of this church give any un- 
derstanding, as a condition of marriage, 
that the children should be brought up 
in the practice of another Communion.”’ 


The special commission recommended 
that the Presbyterian Church, USA 
unite with the Episcopal Church “in 
affirming this position and thereby take 
its place with another great communion 
of the Holy Catholic Church in stress- 
ing the principles of Christian democ- 
racy and religious freedom.” It called 
upon all its ministers to inform their 
people of this action and its implica- 
tions. 

The committee’s report dealing with 
directives concerning the remarriage of 
the innocent party in the case of dil- 
voreces granted on grounds of adultery 
and wilful desertion was approved, but 
not without considerable debate. 

Discussion arose over the proposal 
that each presbytery elect a commit- 
tee on Christian marriage to which 
doubtful cases would be submitted. The 
minister would be bound by the com- 
mittee’s decision. 

Oppose Mercy Killings 

The Assembly went on record as 
being opposed to the legalization of 
mercy killings. 

It approved without a dissenting vote 
an overture from the presbytery of 
Chester, Pa., which condemned the prac- 


tice and asserted that the enactment of 
legislation permitting mercy killings 
would “open the door to most vicious 
and dangerous practices.”’ 

Restoration Fund cash receipts and 
pledges reached a total of $25,315,811, 
the Assembly was told. The original 
goal for the overseas relief and reha- 
bilitation fund was $27,000,000. 

In adopting a Social Education re- 
port the Assembly opposed any form of 
government regimentation, segregation, 
liquor advertising, legalizing of lotter- 
ies; it favored federal aid to education, 
better housing and other projects mak- 
ing for a better society. 

(Continued next week.) 


CAMPUS NEWS 


COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS 
(Continued from last week) 





Davis and Elkins College, Elkins, W. 
Va.—Ralph N. Mould, Philadelphia, 
baccalaureate, May 28; Senator Harley 
M. Kilgore, commencement, May 30; 
Walter W. White, South Charleston, W. 
Va., alumni vespers, May 28. 


Maryville College, Maryville, Tenn.— 
Ralph Waldo Lloyd, Maryville presi- 
dent, baccalaureate; Harrison Ray An- 
derson, Chicago, commencement; Rich- 
ard H. Baird, San Francisco, commence- 
ment vespers. 





King College, Bristol, Tenn.—M. 0. 
Sommers, Kingsport, Tenn., baccalau- 
reate, May 21; Joseph A. Vance, Bristol, 
commencement, May 23. 


Louisiana Polytechnic Institute, Rus- 
ton, La., W. A. Alexander, Shreveport, 
baccalaureate, May 28. 


Krench Camp Academy, French 
Camp, Miss.—C. P. Thrailkill, Union, 
Miss., baccalaureate; H. V. Cain, Ben- 
ton, Miss., commencement. 


HONORARY DEGREES 

(Continued from last week) 

Hampden-Sydney College, Virginia— 
D. D.: John B. Cunningham, Cascade, 
Va.; W. McIlwaine Thompson, Hamp- 
den-Sydney; LITT. D.: Charles G. 
Reigner, Baltimore; John Page Wili- 
lams, Richmond. 


Maryville College, Tenn.—LITT. D.: 
Dunbar H. Ogden, New Orleans, La.; 
LL. D.: Clemmie Jane Henry, Mary- 
ville; D. D.: Wm. Wood Duff, Nash- 
ville, Tenn.; L. H. D.: Dorothy Lee 
Ferris, Ferozepur, India. 


Davis and Elkins College, Elkins, W. 


Va.—D. D.: Don R. Brandon, Welch, 
W. Va.; Arthur C. Prichard, Wheeling, 
W. Va.; Wm. E. Crane, Charleston, W. 
Va.; Robert Shields, Morgantown, W. 
Va.; LL. D.: H. G. Kump, Elkins, W. 
Va.; Geo. H. Vick, Charleston, W. Va.; 
David K. Allen, Fairmont, W. Va.; 
MUS. D.: Walter D. Eddowes, Hunt- 
ington, W. Va. 
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Sermon on Flynn Book Called ‘Poppycock’ 


Y UNHAPPY COINCIDENCE I 

have read during Easter week a 

widely publicized sermon which 
in a good many respects strays as far 
from the philosophy of the Man whose 
resurrection the Christian world cele- 
prates . . . as it does from the political 
and economic realities of our harassed 
world. ... 

Many thousands of copies have been 
printed and distributed throughout the 
South. It is titled after, and is a sort 
of digest of the digest of John Flynn’s 
best-selling book, “The Road Ahead,” 
which warns of catastrophic end results 
of the social welfare state. 


Flynn’s Book One-sided 


I am not concerned here primarily 
with Mr. Flynn’s book. There is value 
in it, though its usefulness is impaired 
by his personal hatreds, the one-sided- 
ness of his attack upon England and his 
lumping together of good Americans of 
different opinions than his own into one 
over-all inimical category. Certainly 
all of us should be alert to the implica- 
tions of the insensate welfare state. 
Certainly a minister has as much right 


In view of well-organized efforts 
to distribute the sermon here dis- 
cussed to all churches in the South 
and particularly to ministers, a 
copy of Hodding Carter’s comment 
on the sermon has been sent us as 
it appeared in one of the leading 
Southern papers. Some big com- 
mercial organizations are said to 
have bought copies of the sermon 
by the thousands and distributed 
them. Many of these are sent to 
pastors with the implied sugges- 
tion that they should preach a like 
sermon from their pulpits. To 
meet this pressure, some pastors 
have mimeographed the Carter 
comments to send back to those 
who favor them with the sermon, 
or who write about it--EDITORS. 


as anyone to warn against national and 
world trends toward undue centraliza- 
tion of government and the dwarfing 
of individual rights and individual re- 
sponsibilities. 

But the case is not nearly so black 
and white as the . . minister makes 
it, nor is he fair in designating his 
scapegoats. 

I am appalled by many of his charges 
and conclusions. For instance, in tell- 
ing of the rise of socialism in England 
after the birth of the Fabian Society, 
a socialist group, he enumerates the re- 
sults of the first liberal-socialist coali- 
tion way back in 1905. 

“This is when the New Deal struck 





*Editor Delta Democrat-Times, 
Greenville, Miss. 
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By HODDING CARTER* 
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Iingland,’”’ he says warningly. ‘‘Out of 
Parliament came the eight-hour day, 
workmen’s compensation, pensions, gov- 
ernment housing projects, public pay- 
ment of election expenses. Labor was 
delighted the camel’s head was 
now inside the free enterprise, demo- 
cratic tent.’ 


Strengthened, Not Weakened 


If this minister means that these 
long-ago English achievements were 
dangerous and undemocratic, he is talk- 
ing poppycock. To the contrary, each 
of them when achieved strengthened 
rather than weakened democracy’s 
hand, whether in England or in the 
United States. 

Asserting that the Americans for 
Democratic Action “is about as demo- 
cratic as Stalin,’’ he bases the libelous 
charge on the fact that its membership 
includes men like David Dubinsky of 
the AFL, Walter Reuther and James B. 
Carey from the CIO, Elmer Davis, Leon 
Henderson, Justice Douglas and Sen. 
Frank Graham, the notable former 
president of the University of North 
Carolina. 

And more poppycock. ‘‘A social plan- 
ner in Washington differs not at all 
from one in Moscow or London,” he pro- 
claims. ‘‘They are all socialists and 
therefore enemies of the basic liberties 
of men.” 

What he is saying, in effect, is that 
the courageous, free men of the socialist 
countries of Europe who live defiantly 
under the very guns of Soviet Russia 
are no better than the Red enemy 
against whom they stand allied with us. 
Were the socialist Norwegians ‘“‘enemies 


of the liberties of men,’’ those Scandi- 
navian fighters who died while we in 
America prattled? Are the socialist 
Swedes such enemies? And are social 
planners as such, enemies of the people 
simply because they dream of directed 
progress? Thomas Jefferson had a plan. 
So did Abraham Lincoln and Woodrow 
Wilson. Social planning does not neces- 
sarily mean socialism, and socialism, 
freely and democratically entered upon, 
does not spell communism. 


Death by the H-Bomb 


And one _ incredible’ sentence: “TI 
would personally rather see my nation 
die cleanly under the H-bomb than rot 
away under socialism.’’ This statement 
may make a big hit in some quarters, 
but not among people who have seen 
nations almost die under bombs, 
whether H or A, or just plain bombs; 
not among those who have seen war- 
crushed nations struggle to rise again 
in the only way they could—through 
government-directed action for which no 
private alternative existed. God grant 
that we never have to so rebuild; for 
if that dreadful day ever comes, there 
will no longer be anywhere else a more 
fortunate people, like ourselves today, 
who from a place of privilege and secur- 
ity can sneer at such collective effort as 
being socialistic. 

It is sad that such words should be 
spoken on a Sabbath or on any other 
day. It is sadder and more dangerous 
to American solidarity that its divisive 
message should gain such wide dis- 
tribution. And it is saddest of all to 
recall how long ago it was that a Man 
moaned a broken-hearted prayer from 
a cross, asking his Father to forgive 
those who knew not what they did.— 
The Atlanta Journal. 


Louisville Report Talks Straight 


Says Presbyteries Need to Deter Some Who Feel Call to Ministry 


In a final report from the Louisville 
headquarters, the former executives and 
Board members of Christian higher edu- 
cation and student work take occasion 
to make two striking emphases in their 
communication to the General Assem- 
bly. 

First, it is suggested that presby- 
teries ‘‘might render a larger service 
to the Kingdom, as well as be kinder 
to some individuals, if the matter of 
the belief of some that they have been 
called to preach the gospel should be 
called in question.” 

The report points back to a statement 
of the 1861 Assembly which said, ‘‘Not 
all who declare, when the _ Spirit 
whispers ‘Whom shall I send?’ ‘Here 
am I, send me’ are qualified for the 
great work of the gospel ministry.”’ 


One-Mold System 


The other pointed observation is that 


of the present need for a wide diversi- 
fication of callings within the ministry. 


“Today, for example, we need in the 
mission fields not only evangelistic, 
teaching, and medical missionaries, but 
we also need agricultural and industrial 
missionaries. We need men who are 
trained not only for a city ministry but 
for a rural ministry. The cry, too, is 
for chaplains—industrial, hospital and 
military. Who would venture to assert 
which ministry would be more effective 
—that to the worker with calloused 
hands on the assembly line, or to the 
reverent worshiper in the pew of some 
Gothic sanctuary? Probably the time 
has come for the church to understand 
the necessity for special training for 
particular individuals and for a desig- 
nated type of ministry. Undoubtedly 
our diversified world will require di- 
versification of training for those who 
are preparing today to serve in the 
ministry of tomorrow. Our one-mold 
system of ministerial education of the 


.past may wisely be questioned for the 


future.”’ 


5 








Calls for High Standards 

These, 

rloves-off statements of the report. In 

a section on the church’s educational in- 

stitutions, the Board raps the idea that 

there can be adequate substitutions for 
It says: 


however, are not the only 


first-rate academic standards. 


“Tf an institution . . does not meas- 
ure up to the minimum standards estab- 
lished for academic accreditation, what 
must the secular world conclude as to 
the profession of the church. a 
Character and consecration to redemp- 
tive missions are most desirable. Can 
an institution, though, be called a col- 
lece if it substitutes an emphasis upon 
those for an emphasis upon intellectual 
achievement and mental accomplish- 
ment?” 


The Board apparently looks askance 
at the basis on which some trustees are 
chosen as it asks, ‘‘Unless . . trustees 
be chosen who have themselves achieved 
high moral disciplines, what room is 
there for believing that it will be re 
quired that teachers be chosen who are 
men of high moral and spiritual prin- 
ciples? And unless students see in ad- 
ministrators and faculty the strength of 
moral convictions and the beauty of 
Christian character, how can they have 
faith in the church and Christian con- 
cepts?” 

A Christian campus, the report says, 
is much more than chapel attendance, 
Bible courses, ete. ‘The voice of the 
campus says certain things are impor- 
tant, and those are the things the stu- 
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dents of that campus strive for.... On 
a campus which is Christian the totality 
of life will be persuasive of faith in 
Christian ideals and conduct.” 

The church now has the largest num- 
ber of candidates for the ministry in its 
histcry—-753. Last year 170 of these 
(and 30 others) were aided to the ex- 
tent of $37,861. 

The student loan fund made available 
$6,775 to 29 students; $200 is the maxi- 
mum at four per cent interest. The sum 
of $3,600 was added to the fund last 
year. 


Increase in Resources 


Looking over the last 10-year period 
the Board shows how the church’s col- 
leges have been strengthened in 27 in- 
stitutions of collegiate or higher rank: 


1939-40 1949-50 
Value Prop- 
erty $16,243,293 $27,700,870 
Endow- 
ment $10,837,004 $26,439,356 
Enrollment 7,653 10,311 


However, the Board says, ‘Our 
church does not yet realize that the col- 
leges do not possess physical plants and 
financial resources adequate to the de- 
mands made upon them.” 

Challenge funds to the Seminaries 
last year, based upon their own budget 
support by their respective synods, were 
apportioned as follows: Austin, $3,528; 


Columbia, $2,680; Union, $1,974; 
Louisville, $1,818. 
In recent years $5,000 challenge 


funds for the attainment of regional ar- 
creditation have gone to these colleges: 
Austin, King, Peace, Presbyterian. 

The $150,000 annual sum for Chris- 
tian education from the Assembly goes 
as follows: 40% as a challenge fund in 
the promotion of student work in the 
synods; 40% as a challenge fund to 
synods in strengthening their college 
work; 10% for scholarships; and 10% 
to encourage larger support of theologi 
cal education. 

The Board, in its scholarship item, 
grants fellowships to young ministers 
who wish to equip themselves to teach 
religion; it also fellowships to 
Presbyterians 
for post-graduate study in preparation 
for professorships in the church’s col- 
leges. 


offers 


properly recommended 


Student Work Grows 


High praise is given Harry G. Goody- 
koontz who has resigned as director of 
student work. 

The student work report shows an in- 
crease in contributions from $36,000 ten 
years ago to $165,000 last year. The 
real need, it is said, is for $250,000 an- 
nually. It points out that while one out 
of 45 Southerners is a Presbyterian, one 
student in 10 in institutions of higher 
learning is Presbyterian. Full-time 
workers are needed in 42 situations; 32 
of these have them; but not more than 


five have adequate support and facilities 
for a student program. Last year 28 
student centers had more than 600 Pres- 
byterian students. 

This section of the report looks hope- 
fully toward the Women’s Birthday 
Offering this year. 


Annuity Fund 10 Years Old 


Ministerial Relief funds continued at 
$40 per month to retired ministers and 
$20 to widows of ministers, though 
added receipts enabled the Board to sup- 
plement these sums on several occasions 
where there was need. The number of 
homes on Ministerial Relief has gone 
from 570 ten years ago to 376 this year 
—because of the Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund. 

A ten-year report on the Ministers’ 
Annuity Fund declares that ‘‘the Fund 
has fulfilled its every promise and is in 
a position to continue to do so. How- 
ever, it is impossible to increase the 
benefits of the Fund without correspond- 
ingly increasing the resources out of 
which those increased benefits could be 
paid.’’ In some cases of distress Minis- 
terial Relief funds have been used to 
supplement the annuities. Last year 
303 annuitants were aided to the extent 
of $71,662. 

A study of ministers’ salaries shows 
the Assembly average to be $3,445 with 
this detailed study (as revealed by 
records of the 2,088 members of the 
MAF): 


3/31/49 3/31/50 
Less than $1000 4 5 
$1,000-1,999 67 52 
$2,000-2,999 611 494 
$3,000-3,999 579 698 
$4,000-4,999 208 269 
$5.000-5,999 62 75 
$6,000-6,999 44 47 
$7,000-7,999 18 22 
$8,000-8,999 6 8 
$9,000-9,999 8 5 
$10,000 and more 5 7 


Small Salary, Small Annuity 


Inadequate salaries, says the Board, 
will inevitably produce equally as inade- 
quate annuities upon retirement. The 
only way to avoid an inadequate an- 
nuity is to pay an adequate salary dur- 
ing the period of active service. 

A statement by the actuaries points 
to a possible adverse effect on the MAF 
caused by a reduction in the rate of 
mortality among the age annuitants and 
a reduction in the average age at re- 
tirement. It is indicated that exhaus- 
tive studies of the Fund during its ten- 
year history are being made. Earnings 
last year were 3.72% on investments. 


Group Insurance Studied 


The Board refers to the suggestion 
which had been made in the Assembly’s 
reorganization that possibilities be ex- 
plored in providing ‘‘for ministers and 
lay employees of the church particular 
benefits which may be available to them 
for the purchase of group insurance, 
whether of health, life, accident, prop- 
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erty, etc., and that the same inquiry in- 
vestigate the possibility of offering to 
the churches at savings or with greater 
coverage and efficiency insurance 
policies covering their properties and 
liabilities.”’ 

Group insurance, the Board says, ‘“‘is 
not feasible without a central paying 
office. It sees no possibility of anything 
in this field until one central office can 
pay the premiums, but it indicates that 
the study will be continued and any 
pertinent information will be reported. 

Last year this Board had responsi- 
bility for $13,358,475. It reports its 
administrative, promotional and educa- 
tional cost as $105,206, or .788%. 


On the Minister and 
His Work 


Chief item in the report of the As- 
sembly’s Committee on the Minister and 
His Work this year is the recommenda- 
tion to the Assembly that its commit- 
tee be authorized to employ a full-time 
secretary and that provision be made 
for 1950-51 for salary and expenses not 
to exceed $15,000. 


“ce 


In making this request it is said: 


“The Assembly’s committee is agreed 
that if the commissions and commit- 
tees on the Minister and His Work are 
to function most effectively, rendering 
the service that is needed by both min- 
isters and churches, there must be 
someone serving under the direction of 
the Assembly’s committee and able to 
give the work his full time and atten- 
tion.’’ 


The committee also reports that it 
is arranging to hold four regional con- 
ferences (1) to establish practical meth- 
ods of filling vacant fields; (2) to find 
ways to encourage churches to pay 
more adequate salaries to ministers; 
and (3) to effect exchange of pastor- 
ates. 
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“And also to Foreign Missions a share’— 


In writing or revising your will, what finer bequest could 


you make than to leave a share of your estate—however 
large or small it may be—to the advancement of Christ's 
Kingdom throughout the world? 


Every earnest Christian is urged to use his will as an 
instrument through which he can support and perpetuate 
his most cherished interests. 


Be sure to consult a good lawyer in drawing your will. 
Should you wish to make a bequest to the Board of 
World Missions, the following form of bequest is rec- 
ommended: 


| give, devise and bequeath to the Board of World 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, a corporation organized under the laws of the 


State of Tennessee, with offices at Nashville, Tennessee, 





the sum of — 


ioamenall 


the following property, to wit:— 
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your plans with’ you or assisting you in any way possible. 
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EDITORIAL 


Scruples and the Budget 


It may not be amiss to pause a mo- 





ment and take 1 good look at the recom- 
mendation of the General Council to the 
coming Assembly that we have our ob- 
ligations to the various interdenomina- 
tional bodies apportioned to the pres- 
byteries for payment 

We are not yet sure that this may 
not be the best way to do this; after all. 
more money is called for than we have 
been accustomed to give under other 
auspices, but our concern is not simply 
with how much or how little we get; it 
arises from the reason attached to the 
Knoxville overture which the Council 
recommends be answered in the affirma- 
tive. 

Knoxville asked, as it had persistently 
asked before, for the Assembly ‘‘to pro- 
Federal 
Council shall be financially aided with- 
out compelling any church to give its 
support 


vide a method whereby the 


contrary to its conscientious 
scruples.’ Note the last phrase. 
That sounds mighty fine and right- 


eous, but it is just that phrase that we 
need to look at. 

After all, in a democratic institution, 
we have to do a lot of giving and a lot 
of taking. We don’t and we can’t expect 
everybody and everything to suit us 
100%. Fact of the matter is, no one 
of us suits everybody, or, perhaps, any- 
body, 100%, we dare say. So, if we 
begin to pattern our church’s support 
along these lines we might as well be 
ready for troublesome days. 

It ought not to be a dark secret to 
anybody that there are benevolences, or 
portions of them, which some of us may 
not approve as they now stand; there 
may be some which are definitely ‘‘con- 
trary to our conscientious scruples.’’ 
Shall we, then, insist that our gifts and 
those of our church be catered to in 
such a way that the entire pattern of 
the Assembly is arranged just to take 
care of us? The logic of the proposed 
recommendation would seem to indicate 
this. 

We are a bit surprised that such a 
body as the General Council should take 
this step. for if the pitfalls of individ- 
ualism can be seen by anybody, these 
people ought to see them. This sort of 
individualism is the biggest handicap to 
our total benevolence efforts: it has 
been the chief stumbling block to the 
Program of Progress: it is our inability 
or unwillingness to make common cause 
on our church’s recognized obligations 
that holds us back on all fronts. 

If we adopt this measure, let’s not be 
surprised when somebody in the Presby- 
tery of Whozzis rises to say, “It’s 
against my honest convictions to take 
my part in this program. Won’t you 
please change the rules to suit me?” 

Or, maybe, we ought to go ahead and 
change them now. Just let everybody 
do what he wants to do if or when he 
wants to doit. That ought to take care 
of everything and everybody. Is there 
a motion to this effect? 


The Reorganization 





43. THE CHURCH YEAR 


A separate item given the ad interim 
committee by the 1948 Assembly had 
to do with the church year—when it 
should begin and when it should end. 
For some years it has run from April 
1 through March 31, but many have 
felt that this was not for the best. The 
summer slump hits it just as it gets 
underway; the time between its close 
and the meeting of the Assembly 
the stated clerk’s 
office, and everybody cennected with 
Moreover, 


rushes the agencies, 
the Assembly’s meeting. 
the Every Member Canvass and final 
pledge payments come just when people 
are struggling with income tax reports 
and payments. 

In view of these and other difficul- 
ties, the recommended a 
change to make the church year coin- 
The As- 


committee 


cide with the calendar year 


sembly asked the General Council to 
advise when this should be done ana 
a recommendation is being made to the 
coming Assembly (see below). 

United Presbyterians, studying the 
same matter, are recommending a like 
change. These advantages are listed: 
The pre-Easter season can be devoted 
entirely to evangelism and deepening 
the spiritual life of the people instead 
of being filled with year-end congrega- 
tional meetings dealing with business 
items; the end of the year, closely fol- 
lowing the harvest season, is better for 
small town and rural groups—the ma- 
jority of churches; more time is given 
to compile the Assembly’s records: a 
greater unity for fall and winter sea- 
sons can be effected; budget giving may 
be increased with year-end gifts by Dec. 
31; the Thanksgiving season seems 
psychologically the opportune time to 
present Kingdom needs and conduct the 
Every Member Canvass; efforts can be 
made at the same time as those of 
many other churches, increasing the 
community impact. 

Say the United Presbyterians: ‘The 
Presbyterian Church, USA, has been op- 
erating for one and one-half years on 
the calendar year basis. The change 


has been ‘warmly received by the 
church at large. . There is a natu- 
ralness about having it co-terminus 


with the calendar year which appeals 
to the average church.’ The denomi- 
nation believes that its entire budget 
is now more realistic. Conflicts with 
Community Chest drives in the fall are 
no greater than the Red Cross drive in 
early spring.’’ Episcopalians have been 
operating on the calendar year basis 
for 25 years. The United Presbyterians, 
recommending a change to Jan. 1-Dec. 
31, say, “The advantages. are well 
known, real and desirable while the 
disadvantages are negligible.” 

In its report to the General Assembly, 
the General Council recommends 


“That due to the present necessity 
of making many readjustments and the 
gearing of the Program of Progress to 
the reorganization of the General As- 
sembly, there be no change in the 
church year at the present time; 

“That the General Council continue 
to study the needs of the church in re- 
gard to the change of the church year 
that it may make plans and be ready 
with suggestions when the General As- 
sembly may need them; 

“That in any case the change not be 
initiated prior to April 1, 1953.” 


NEXT WEEK—Montreat. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including Presbyterian, U. S. and U. 8S. A. 





WISH To SUPPLY PULPIT 

@In Eastern Ohio, W. Va., Western 
Penna., or N. C.: three August Sundays. 
No manse needed. David F. Murphy, West- 
minster Presbyterian Church, S. St. Mary's 
at Temple, San Antonio 4, Texas. 

NOTE—Ministers who have not yet se- 
cured desirable vacation opportunities 
may have their notices repeated here on 
request.—Editors. 
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IMPERFECT 


MARRIAGES 


VII. Moses and Zipporah 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





—_ 


“Can two walk together except they 
be agreed ?’’—Amos 3:3. 

EVER were husband and wife 

more mismated than Moses and 

Zipporah. Moses’ family affairs 
are somewhat obscure. We are not sure 
whether he was married once or twice. 
We do not even know much about his 
marriage to Zipporah, but everything we 
know about it marks it as an unhappy 
match. It is doubtful whether it was 
imperfect, or an outright failure. How- 
ever, since they stayed married, and 
since we do not know the whole story 
by any means, let us give the pair the 
benefit of the doubt and include them 
among the imperfect marriages of the 
Bible. 

Only in the most extraordinary cir- 
cumstances would these two even have 
met, much less married. She was un- 
doubtedly illiterate, a girl-child in a 
remote ‘“‘wild east’? of the Egyptian 
Empire, with no more culture, or need 
for it, than an Indian squaw of 1620 
A. D. 

Moses, on the other hand, stood at the 
very pinnacle of the culture of his day. 
Brought up as a member of the royal 
family in the center of the world’s most 
advanced civilization, given the best 
education that the whole world then 
afforded, himself by nature and gifts a 
genius, overtopping not only his own 
century but a giant among men of all 
ages, if Moses had found a true mate 
she would have had to be a super-wo- 
man. But all he got was Zipporah. She 
was all there was to be had. A fugitive 
from worse than the chain-gang (as he 
was when she met him) cannot be par- 
ticular about the company he keeps. 


F ALL that he knew, she knew 
QO nothing; and on the other hand, 

of the one thing she knew— 
sheep-herding—he knew nothing. She 
never understood him nor his religion. 
Scholars do not agree about the mean- 
ing of the strange incident of Exodus 
4:24-26, but one thing is clear: Zipporah 
did not think well of Moses. The story 
in Exodus 18:1-7 is plainer, and more 
than a little sad. Moses, being greeted 
by his father-in-law, wife and sons, pays 
no attention at all to wife and sons, but 
kisses his father-in-law and disappears 
into conference with him, leaving poor 
Zipporah and the boys standing in the 
sun. 





Perhaps Zipporah is not to be blamed. 
Moses would be a hard person for any- 
one to live with. During the long years 
when Moses was Jethro’s son-in-law and 
hired man, if Zipporah knew his family’s 
Story, she might well have wondered 
why her Moses did not have the get-up- 
and-get that Ancestor Jacob had had. 


JUNE 5, 1950 


In twenty years Jacob had risen from 
rags to riches; in less time than that, 
he had managed to acquire not only an 
immense herd of stock himself but also 
most of Laban’s. But in twice that time, 
her Moses was not only not rich, he was 
still a hired man. When he saw the 
Burning Bush, it was still Jethro’s sheep 
he was tending, not his own. If Moses 
ever may have wondered why in the 
world he had tied himself up to that il- 
literate bad-tempered girl, she must also 
have wondered why she had married 
such a feckless and unsuccessful sheep- 
herder. Measured by the standards of 
either of them, the other was no success. 
Of course the reason they married was 
very simple: just propinquity. She 
married him because she admired the 
way he could use his fists in a fight. He 
married her just because she was there. 
She had six sisters, to be sure. Maybe 
she was the cldest, maybe the most 
beautiful or the least ugly. Maybe it 
was only because Jethro ‘‘gave’’ her to 
Moses. At all events, the extraordinary 
situation led to an extraordinary mar- 
riage. No one could possibly call it suc- 
cessful; but it held. 


F THEY had sought a “marriage 
counselor,” as mismated couples are 
now sometimes urged to do, he might 

have felt that one piece of advice was 
too late: Don’t trust propinquity. The 
only girl in a wilderness may not be the 
only girl for you, by any means. The 
strongest man in a fight, even if it 
happens to be your father’s star boarder, 
may not be the man to make you happy. 
Propinquity has cast a shining mantle 
over many a “poor catch.”’ Moonlight 
is deceptive, in ancient Sinai or in a 
modern convertible. But after mar- 
riage, it’s too late to lecture along those 
lines. The counselor might have ven- 
tured to say to Moses: 

“You complain that she does not un- 
derstand you. Who does? And for 
that matter, do you think you under- 
stand her? After all, there is more in 
your wife than you may have guessed. 
For she is the daughter of Jethro, and 
you know the man he is. Under his 
shepherd’s hood is a mind in sonie ways 
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more practical than your own. If you 
married a girl you cannot like, at least 
you married into a family you do like, 
and that is more than every man can 
say. Remember she is no more happy 
than you are. You were not her ideal, 
you never could have been. You disap- 
pointed her, for you are not what she 
thought you were on that day of the 
fight at the well. If you are lonely, so 
is she.” 


ND TO ZIPPORAH, the counselor 
A might have said by way of con- 
solation: 

“After all, you married better than 
you knew. This man who seemed to be 
so hopeless as cattle-man and cattle- 
trader, this man who seemed to be a 
weak descendant of the great Jacob, has 
turned out to be far greater than any 
of his forebears. It is not easy to marry 
a genius. It is not easy to be the wife 
of a truly great man, because such per- 
sons belong to the world and not to 
their families alone. But even in these 
days of his greatness, he needs a home 
just as much as the humblest of his peo- 
ple. If you cannot undertand him, at 
least you can understand one thing 
about him: he is a lonely man, and a 
troubled one. Let him be sure that un- 
der one tent in Israel there is peace.’’ 
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CHURCH NEWS 


800 Men Join in 
Presbytery Rally 


Virginia News Letter 





enthusiasm 
Atlanta Men’s Con- 
November, the 
Presbytery 


Carrying on with the 
manifested at the 
vention last men of 
Lexington -800 strong — 
held a one-day rally on a recent Sunday 


in Staunton. In addition to transacting 
routine business, the men heard four 
challenging addresses. Roy LeCraw of 
Atlanta called the church to awaken 
“to her responsibility and snatch a 
tottering world from the fire of destruc- 
Frank B. Lewis, Mary Baldwin 
urged the men to meet their 
challenge by being willing to train 
themselves for their task in the church. 
W. Taliaferro Thompson of Union Semi- 
nary pointed fathers to the fundamental 
task of bringing sons ‘‘into the joyous 
fellowship with a man who really knows 


tion.” 
president, 





as material, 
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Oldest Southern Presbyterian Col- 
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Fulton, Missouri 


A Presbyterian College for Men 
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values of a liberal education that is 
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DEGREE 


Christ and is trying with all his heart 
to be like Christ in his life.” §. J, 
Patterson, Jr., Assembly’s director of 
men’s work, stressed “evangelism, an 
essential for democracy,” saying that 
“evangelism places God at the center 
of a system of government, and when 
other centers are chosen by men, other 
than God, there is always restlessnegg 
and discord.” 


Martinsville Episcopal Laymen 
Sponsor Unique 3-Day Meeting 
Another recent meeting of signifi- 
cance was a three-day evangelistic con- 
vocation in Martinsville sponsored and 
financed by the laymen’s league of 
Christ Episcopal Church. In addition 
to local attendance, these laymen in- 
vited and entertained approximately 
100 out-of-town clergymen of various 
denominations on a cost-free basis with 
room and meals furnished by the Mar- 
tinsville churches. Top-flight speakers 
included: Paul Scherer and Reinhold 
Niebuhr, Union Seminary, New York, 
and C. H. Dodd of Cambridge, England. 
Niebuhr, in commenting on the Refor- 
mation revolt against “‘empty form and 
liturgy,’’ defended the use of meaning- 
ful liturgy in moderation and lamented 
the fact that present-day worship in 
many instances is ‘“‘emptier than the 
original emptiness.’’ Dodd’s emphasis 
on “Christianity as Ethical Religion” 
pointed to the church as a unique in- 
stitution. “It can make total demands 
upon its members without becoming 
totalitarian,” he said, ‘‘because the 
church itself is totally subordinate to 
Christ as the body is to the head.”’ 


Winchester Church Restores 
Historic Building for Use 

Winchester Presbyterians have re- 
stored the Old Stone church which was 
erected there in 1790. It was used 
for the first time since 1834 on Easter 
Sunday. During Virginia’s Garden 
Week the church was open to visitors 
and was listed as one of the places of 
historical interest to be visited. The 
congregation of First church wil! hold 
its Sunday evening services regularly 
in the Old Stone church. Synod will 


meet in Winchester in celebration of 
the sesqui-centennial anniversary this 
fall. 


New Chapel Planned for 
Orphanage in Lynchburg 

A new chapel is being planned for 
synod’s orphanage in Lynchburg. Con- 
struction is expected to begin in Sep- 
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tember. Two new counselors have been 
added to the orphanage staff: Calvin 
Foster and Martha McCormack. Al- 
though a definite location and size of 
synod’s Home for the Aged have not 
peen decided upon, a financial campaign 
for this institution has been launched 
seeking at least $150,000 for the first 
unit. 
Building Activity Observed 
In All Parts of the Synod 

Two churches have been organized in 
Roanoke Presbytery recently: Berry 
Hill in South Boston and Williamson 
Memorial at Ronggold. Churches in 
Norfolk Presbytery with building pro- 
grams in progress include: Lafayette, 
Willowwood, Royster Memorial, Newport 
News Second, Hampton, and Copeland 
Park. Wythe church at Hampton, oc- 
cupying a new building last September, 
has nearly doubled its membership 
since that time. In Montgomery Pres- 
bytery two new churches will be ready 
for use soon at Pearisburg and Stuart. 
A new student center and educational 
building is planned by the Westminster 
church in Charlottesville, alongside the 
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University. David H. Burr, of the 
Princeton Seminary graduating class, 
will join John H. Fischbach in his min- 
istry to students in June, 


Lynchburg Test of Sunday 
Ordinance to Be Tested 


One of the last remnants of Lynch- 


burg’s once-strict blue laws, prohibiting 
the sale of groceries on Sunday, is about 
to receive a court test. Austin G. 
Weaver invited arrest by keeping his 
outdoor food market open on Sunday, 
then asking the judge to increase a $5 
fine to $25 for a court of record appeal. 
C. NEWMAN FAULCONER. 
Waynesboro. 
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ARE YOU INTERESTED 


IN BEAUTIFUL 
ANTIQUE 
REPRODUCTIONS? 


The Craft House of Vir- 
ginia Craftsmen in the his- 
toric Shenandoah Valley dis- 
plays some of the most beau- 
tiful furniture reproductions 
in America. 

The Craft House, only a 
few miles from Massanetta 
Springs on Route 11 at Har- 
risonburg, Virginia, is one 
of the finest remaining ex- 
amples of early 19th century 
architecture—virtually in its 
original condition. 

The Craft House has been 
used for the past two decades 
as the display rooms of Vir- 
ginia Craftsmen, an organi- 
zation of veteran cabinet- 
makers. You are most cor- 
dially invited to make an in- 
spection. We believe you 
will enjoy your visit with us. 
Open daily, 9 to 5. Satur- 
days, 9 to 3. No admission 
charge. 


THE 


Craft House 


OF VIRGINIA CRAFTSMEN 


Harrisonburg, Virginia 


A Hallmark of Distinction 








PICTURE OF THE MONTH* 





Cheaper by the Dozen 


It was only last year that we chuckled 
with pleasure while reading the real- 
life chronicle of a happy American fam- 
ily. The book, “Cheaper by the Dozen,” 
told, with high good humor, of a house- 
hold of twelve children run with much 
precision by an efficient father. This 
fabulous parent was Frank B. Gilbreth, 
the well-known industrial engineer; 
his charming wife was Lillian M. Gil- 
breth, herself an eminent lecturer and 
psychologist. It was two of the ‘“‘dozen”’ 
progeny, Frank B. Gilbreth, Jr. and 
Ernestine Gilbreth Carey, who collabo: 
rated in setting down the reminiscenes 
which now are brought to life in the 
motion picture by the same name, pro- 
duced by Lamar Trotti for 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox and directed by Walter Lang. 

“Cheaper hy the Dozen,’’ made up 
of well-selected episodes from the hook, 
is set in the early Twenties, with good 
attention to details of the period. In 
the photoplay, as in the book, we meet 
people, not ‘‘characters.’”’ Clifton Webb, 
as the brilliant over-powering father 
with dictatorial tendencies, is never 
given to eccentricities; he is strict but 
beloved by his fun-loving and obedient 
family. Myrna Loy as the mother of 
this flock, is a good contrast. She 
shows amusement, annoyance, approval 
and disapproval quietly through facial 
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AT YOUR CONVENTION 
IN MASSANETTA SPRINGS 


Listen to the leauly of 
“Carttlontec Bells” 


As a salute to those attending the Conven- 
tion, a ‘“‘Carillonic Bells” instrument will 
pour forth its glorious music. Listen to the 
tonal brilliance and crystal clarity of these 
bells—let your ear prove that they would be 
the wise choice for your own church. 

For full information visit the display of 
Schulmerich equipment at the Convention, 
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351 Carillon Hill, Sellersville, Pa. 
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expressions, with apt comment and eyi- 
dent strength when occasion demands 
them. 

We follow the family from Rhode 
Island to New Jersey, a migration 
effected in the family car, ‘‘Foolish Car- 
riage.”” We join the family council 
when such questions as sharing house- 
work and purchasing a rug are brought 
up, and we cheer with the family when 
the chairman is bested by a majority 
decision to add a dog to the group, 
much against his wish. We suffer 
through an epidemic of mumps and a 
mass tonsillectomy, complete with pic- 
ture-taking and family groans. And we 
listen with sympathy to the discordant 
results of a group music lesson, remem- 
bering our own juvenile efforts in that 
direction. 

A pleasant atmosphere persists until, 
on the eve of what might have been 
the reward of his career, the father 
dies suddenly. This tragedy is pre- 
sented without mawkishness or senti- 
mentality and deserves commendation. 
The family tightens its bonds, as they 
were well prepared to do, and the 
mother takes up professionally where 
the father left off. 

It is refreshing to see a faithful 
portrayal of a normal, uninvolved, 
moral responsible American family. We 
trust that this film will be sent abroad 
to acquaint the rest of the world with 
the “real American scene.” FOR— 
Family. 





*Selected by the Protestant Motion 
Picture Council. 





CHURCH PEWS 


and 


CHANCEL FURNITURE 


designed to suit 
rr 


your individual needs 
+ 
We have been manufacturing 
custom-built church furniture 
STieos PATA 
Write for Catalog . . . No Obligation 


Bal LUMBER & MFG. CO. 


P. 0. Box 1820 


LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 








VIRGINIA ART GLASS CO. 


ART STAINED AND LEADED GLASS 
Memorial Windows of All Types 
Repair Work a Specialty 
Estimates and designs at no obligation. 
12 N. 14th St. Richmond 19, Va. 











* 
au 
es £2) 
The strongest, handiest ‘oid- 
ing table made. For banquet, ws —— 


church and school use. Write ---" 
for descriptive folder ' 

MITCHELL MFG. COMPANY : ' 

2748 S. 34th St., Milwaukee 7, Wis Dept.D 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





d evi- 
nands 


thode 
ration 
1 Car- 
duncil 
10use- 
ought 
when 
jority 
sroup, 
suffer 
and a 
h pic- 
nd we 
rdant 
-mem- 
1 that 


until, 
been 
father 
| pre- 
senti- 
lation. 
3 they 
d the 
where 


ithful 
olved, 
y. We 
broad 
| with 
OR— 


Lotion 








OK 





BIBLE STUDY 





Malachi Pleads for Whole-Hearted 
Religion 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 18 


The Book of Malachi; Printed Text 2:10; 3:7-10; 4:5-6. 


We study this week the book of 
Malachi, and yet so far as known there 
never Was a man who bore this name. 
The book is really anonymous. The 
word ‘‘Malachi’’? means “my servant,’ 
or “my messenger’? and was probably 
borrowed by the editor from 3:1. 

But though we know nothing of the 
author, we do know a good deal about 
the times in which he wrote, and that 
is more important. It was about the 
year 460 B. C., seventy years and more 
after the first Jewish colonists had re- 
turned to the Promised Land, a few 
years before the return of Ezra, and 
about fifteen years before the return 
of Nehemiah. The temple, on whose 
construction Haggai and Zechariah had 
set their high hopes, was still standing 
(1:10), but the whole book shows how 
deeply the hopes of that early day had 
been disappointed. The intervening 
sixty years or so had been years of 
disillusion, and the situation to which 
Malachi addressed himself was melan- 
choly beyond words. There seemed to 
be a curse upon the land (3:9), but 
it went deeper than that. There was 
a blight on men’s hearts and on their 
faith. It was an age of religious in- 
difference, of moral skepticism and so- 
cial corruption. Malachi, as we shall 
continue to call this unknown prophet, 
was the first man to attack the root 
of this evil. It was his work, carried 
on by Ezra and Nehemiah, that resulted 
in the great revival that led the Jews 
finally to become officially and really 
the people of the Book (Nehemiah 10), 
and that brings the Old Testament his- 
tory to an end. 

The prophet’s message is divided in- 
to two parts: 


I. The Need of God’s Messenger, 1-2 


In getting at the root of Israel’s trou- 
ble Malachi puts his finger upon four 
great evils. 

1. The Doubting of God’s Love, 1:2-5. 
God does love them, yet they question 
it and demand that Malachi show the 
tangible evidences of that love. Their 
fathers had returned to the Promised 
Land with high hopes. When they 
built the temple, Haggai (cf. 2:6-9, 
20f) and Zechariah (chap. 8) had 
spoken glowingly of the future. But 
after sixty or seventy years those dar- 
ing promises remain unfulfilled. The 
people were growing skeptical. When 
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the prophet proclaimed God’s love, they 
replied, ‘‘Wherein hast thou loved us?” 

Malachi’s answer is somewhat dis- 
appointing. He does not have the in- 
sight of Hosea or of Isaiah. His proof 
of God’s love for Israel (the descen- 
dants of Jacob) is God’s hatred of 
Edom (the descendants of Esau), the 
neighbors of the Jews to the South and 
through history their bitterest enemy. 
His proof that God hates Esau is that 
Edom’s mountainous land had been re- 
cently desolated, apparently by an Arab 
invasion from the south, and he declares 
that the land will remain desolated. 
In other words Israel may think that 
God does not love them, but they cer- 
tainly have been blessed in comparison 
with Edom. 

Let us stop here for a moment. The 
religion of any people is fatally im- 
paired when they begin to doubt God’s 
love. Do people doubt that love to- 
day? On what grounds could it be 
doubted? Are these grounds valid? 
What are the great evidences that we 
have of God’s love? 

2. The Scorning of God’s Worship, 
1:6-2:9. This is the second point in 
Malachi’s indictment. ‘A son honoreth 
his father and a servant his master,” 
but the religious leaders of Israel have 
despised his holy name. But the priests 
will not admit this charge. They say, 
‘“‘Wherein have we despised thy name?”’ 
Malachi proceeds to specify. 

(1) They say, the table of Jehovah, 
i. e., the altar, is contemptible (1:7). 
They did not say this openly, but it 
was evidenced by the irreverence of 
their conduct. 

(2) They offer unworthy offerings. 
There was a law in Dt. 17:1 against 
offering blemished animals on the altar. 
The priests cooly disregarded this law 
by offering animals that they would not 
have dared to offer to the Persian gov- 
ernor of Judah (vs. 3) and yet they 
say, it is no evil, i. e., that there is 
nothing wrong about it. The sugges- 
tion that such priests entreat the favor 
of God is ironical (vs. 9). If this is 
the sort of sacrifice they offer, can they 
expect God to look upon them with 
favor? Better close the temple doors 
and extinguish the altar fires than have 
the worship conducted by such low- 
minded, half-hearted ministers (vs. 10). 
The great God of hosts can accept no 
offering at the hands of men like these. 


As McFayden points out: ‘Sincerity 
in public worship means much to 
Malachi. He virtually says, Give God 
the best you have or bring the wor- 
ship to an end and get out of his serv- 
ice altogether.”’ There follows one of 
the greatest verses in the book (1:11), 
a verse whose meaning is obscured be- 
cause our English translations render 
it as a future when actually it is a 
present. Malachi does not say that 
God’s name will be great among the 
Gentiles; rather that it is great. In 
other words, the prophet suggests that 
sincere worship, wheresoever and by 
whomsoever offered is in reality offered 
to God and is acceptable to him. He 
suggests that the sincere worship of 
the heathen is more acceptable to him 
than the insincere worship of the Jews. 

(3) They are weary with the wor- 
ship of Jehovah. What a bore, they 
say. And the laymen who brought 
these blemished offerings, offerings 
which were the fruit of violence and 
trickery, were as guilty as the priests. 
They, too, shall know the curse rather 
than the blessing of God (13-14). 

In 2:1-9 Malachi proceeds to an- 
nounce God’s doom upon the unworthy 
clergy. It will fall upon them because 
of their careless and contemptuous con- 
duct of the worship (1:6-13) and for 
not giving Goa the glory (1:2). Over 
against their failure he sets a beautiful 
description of the ideal minister (5-7). 
To this noble ideal the priests of 
Malachi’s time had proved utterly rec- 
reant. They themselves had turned 
out of the way and had caused many 
of the people to stumble. As a result 
the people now utterly despised them. 
As McFadyen remarks, ‘Noblesse 
oblige, and in the long run a trustful 
people will despise the clergy who fall 
too pitifully below their ideal.’’ 

Do these words of Malachi have an 
application to our present day? Why 
do you think so?) When we speak of 
those who despise God’s house we are 
apt to think of these who never attend 
its worship. But Malachi is speaking 
of those who take part in the worship 
and especially of those who are the 
leaders. Is it possible today to pro- 
fane that worship? Do men today ever 
offer blemished offerings? Are men to- 
day ever wearied with the worship of 
God? What does it indicate? What 
kind of worship is really acceptable to 
God and helpful to man? 

3. The Breakdown of the Home, 
2:10-16. As, Dr. S. R. Driver points 
out in the Century Bible, 


“Malachi here turns to rebuke his 
contemporaries for a_ great. social 
wrong, to which they were addicted at 
the time, viz., the divorce of their na- 
tive wives, for the sake, apparently, at 
least in some cases, of contracting mar- 
riages with foreign women, a fashion 
which the prophet also censures at 
the same time. The practice of divorce 
he declares to be an offence against 
the love and faithfulness which as chil- 
dren of one Father they all owe to one 
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another, an unnatural cruelty toward 
those who have been long bound to 
them by the ties of affection and a 
challenge to the divine judgment.” 


By marrying foreign wives, on the 
other hand, they profaned the covenant, 
made by their fathers, which separated 
Israel from the heathen and imperilled 
its distinctive nationality. The para- 
graph reaches its climax in 2:16, “I 
hate putting away,” that is, divorce. 

Does this paragraph have any mes- 
sage for our day? Divorce is growing 
more prevalent. The ratio is one di- 
vorce now to every three marriages. 
Does God still hate Why? 
(Before any quick and glib answer is 
given to this question it would be well 
to read the report on marriage and di- 
vorce submitted to the 1950 General 
Assembly through its Council on Chris- 
tian Relations. OQUTLOOK, May 8, 15, 
22.) Figures indicate that 
non-chureh 


divorce? 


divorce 
among members is far 


higher than among members of the 
church, that divorce among Protestants 
married to Roman Catholics is much 
higher than marriages between Protes- 
tants. Was Malachi right in condemn- 
ing marriages with the heathen? Should 
our young people take religion into 
account as they consider marriage? Is 
it wise for Protestants to marry Roman 
Catholics? Is it right for Protestants 
to promise that the children of such 
marriages shall be brought up as Ko- 
man Catholics? Is it encumbent upon 
them to keep such vows, if later they 
come to recognize that such vows are 
sinful and wrong? 

4. The Doubting of God's Justice, 
2:17. <A fourth indication that some- 
thing was radically wrong with Israel’s 
religion is found in the fact that the 
people were beginning to question the 
justice of God It seemed to them as 
they looked out upon the world that 
God actually favored and prospered the 
wicked. Where is the God of justice, 
they asked? The 


other defects in 


Israel's religious life were serious 
enough, but it is this questioning ot 
God's justice that leads Malachi mos 
particularly to pass on to the coming 
of God’s messenger and the final vindi- 
cation of the divine honor. We have 


then 
Il. The Coming of God's Messenger, 3-4 


Two things Malachi tells us about 
this coming Messenger. First, as the 
forerunner of the Lord he shall pre- 
pare the people for judgment; second, 
he will summon them to repent. 

1. As the forerunner of the Lord he 
will prepare the people for judgment, 
3:1-6. The people were asking, where 
is the God of justice? Malachi pointed 
out in reply that in due time God would 
send his messenger to prepare the way 
for his coming and that the messenger 
would be followed by the Lord himself. 
When he came, only the purest woulé 
be able to stand his searching test, for 
he would come to cleanse in a purify- 
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ing judgment, like the fire which sepa- 
rates the base metal from the true (vs 
2). 

This judgment Malachi’ declared 
would fall first upon the priests as the 
most highly privileged, the most respon- 
sible and the most guilty. When the 
judgment had done its work upon them 
their offering would be accepted as in 
the days of old (3-4). 

But it would also fall upon the peo- 
ple as a whole. Their crimes are sum- 
marized as sorcery, adultery, perjury, 
exploitation of the poor and defense- 
less. Do we still have these crimes? 
Malachi traces them back to a single 
cause—it is because they do not fear 
Jehovah. Is this true today? 
then, is the first part of 
Malachi’s answer to the men of his day 
who doubted the justice of God. That 
justice is not dispensed in all of its 
fullness now, but it will be dispensed 
later. The messenger 


Here, 


did come as 
Malachi had predicted (cf. Mt. 11:10). 
And he was followed by the Lord Jesus 
Christ. He did not bring immediate 
judgment, as Malachi and John the 
Baptist seem to have expected, but he 
lived such a life that all men are judged 
by their attitude toward him. And he 
warned men that the final vindication 
of God’s justice would certainly come. 
2. As the successor of Elijah he will 
call the people to repent, 3:7—4:6. 
The fact that God will come in judg- 
ment led Malachi to stress the neces- 
sity of repentance. If Israel will return 
unto Jehovah, he announced, Jehovah 
would return unto them (3:7). 
Evidently the people challenged 
Malachi to show wherein they needed 
to repent. They said, wherein shall we 
Malachi proceeded to point 
out one very definite respect wherein 
they needed to return unto God. They 
were in effect robbing God by refusing 
or failing to pay the tithe demandea 
by the law (cf. Dt. 14:22-27; Levit. 
27:30-32). This ‘dishonesty had 
brought a curse in the form of drought 
and the devouring locust (vs. 11); let 
them return to Jehovah and Jehovah 
would in return send his blessed rain 
in abundance from heaven (vs. 19). 


return? 


Their prosperity would be so conspicu- 
ous that they would be the envy of all 
nations (vs. 12). ‘Does this promise 
mean that we will be materially blessed 
in our day if we pay the tithe? Some 
Bible students think so; others would 
not agree. But there are other rea- 
What are they? 

The Jews in Malachi’s day were hard 
to convince? They said there was no 
profit in serving God. They were think- 
ing only of material profit. The men 
who prospered in their day seemed to 
be the men who did not bother about 
the divine standards (13-15). It it 
different today? Al Capp, creator of 
Li'l Abner, one of our most popular 
comic strips, writing in the April issue 
of the Atlantic Monthly, says 


sons for tithing. 


“In plays and novels and comic strips 


the Evil are always, in the end, paid 
off. We grow, therefore, to believe that 
all Evil, in the end, will, somehow, be 
paid off. It helps us to endure Evil, 
But, on the other hand, it helps the 
Evil. .They know that in life the 
chances are. .good that they’ll get 
away with it. For the real Evil oper- 
ates in a vast ever-changing life-stream. 
Those they hurt, as their lives touch, 
ery out in pain, lick their wounds, and 
pass on. Because life must be lived, 
and there is no time to stop and take 
revenge. Epecially when the wounded 
have been beguiled by books and ser- 
mons and comic strips into believing 
that something called Life Itself will, 
itself, punish the _ Evil. Mostly, it 
doesn't.”’ 


Is Al Capp right? 
material dividends? 
of its value? 

Malachi comforted the men of his 
day by “assuring them that they were 
not forgotten; a book of remembrance 
was being written, that is, a book in 
which their names were recorded which 
would keep Jehovah in mind of them 
(16). In the day of judgment they 
would not only be spared, but they 
would be Jehovah’s peculiar treasure, 
specially guarded and specially dear 
(17), and they would see the difference 
that they cannot now discern between 
the righteous and the wicked (18).” 
This difference would be infinite, for a 
fire would consume the wicked, root 
and branch, while upon the righteous 
would shine the sun, in whose light 
they would be vindicated, and from 
whose wings, i. e., rays, would stream 
healing for wounded hearts and per- 
plexed minds (4:1-2). In their joy 
they would frisk like calves and part 
of that joy would be to trample the 
wicked, like ashes, under the soles of 
their feet (4:3). McFadyen comments, 
“This ugly vindictive trait reminds us 
how fierce the temper, even of the later 
Old Testament time, could be, and how 
far men still were from the spirit of 
Jesus.”’ 

The book closes with an exhortation 
to remember the law of Moses and a 
declaration that before that great and 
terrible day Elijah the prophet would 
come again and turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children the hearts of 
the children to their fathers. The Re- 
vised Version margin suggests ‘‘with 
the children” and ‘with the fathers,” 
that is, all together shall be brought 
to repentance. We sometimes become 
disturbed about the morals of the 
younger generation. If their conduct 
becomes alarming, it is generally due 
to some failure on the part of their 
elders. Fathers and sons—both need 
to repent, as well as the mothers and 
their daughters. 

Elijah did come as Malachi had 
prophesied (cf. Mt. 11:14; Mk. 9:11-13; 
Lk. 1:17). He came preaching repen- 
tance and Jesus repeated his message 
(Mt. 4:17); Peter proclaimed it after 
Jesus had ascended (Acts 2:33). ‘* Re 
turn unto me and [ will return unto 
you, saith Jehovah” (Mal. 3:7). This 


Does religion pay 
Is that the test 
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message is valid for all times and needs 
in every age to be repeated. In the 
light of this book, in the light of the 
dangers to the religious life which it 
portrays, wherein do God’s people need 
most to return unto him today? 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education.) 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Max Ecke, Jr., Ashdown, Ark., will 
become assistant pastor of the Hot 
Springs, Ark., church Sept. 1. 








W. R. Gage, recent Austin Seminary 
graduate, has been ordained and in- 
stalled as pastor of the Alabama church, 
Choudrant, La. 


TO BE MARRIED 

Millard G. Stimpson, Burgaw, N. C., 
and Martha Gene Ross, Montgomery, W. 
Va., will be married in Montgomery 
June 10. 


LEADS “PASTOR'S STUDY” 

Arthur V. Gibson, Morningside 
church, Atlanta, has been leading a 
radio program over WSB in his city, 
patterned on the successful midnight 
program in Miami which answers ques- 
tions telephoned in by listeners and dis- 
cusses various aspects of religion. Im- 
pressed by the Miami effort, the 
Atlanta Christian Council asked Dr. 
Gibson to conduct such a program dur- 
ing a trial period. 


MISSIONARIES 

Among those recently appointed as 
missionaries under the Board of World 
Missions are these: CHINA: Mr. and 
Mrs. (Louise Maxwell) George C. 
Worth, Chapel Hill, N. ¢.; MEXICO: 
Richard Roy Hoverson, La_ Feria, 
Texas: Mr. and Mrs. (Kathleen Pres- 
ley) Reuben T. Allen, Jr., LaFollette, 
Tenn.; Mr. and Mrs. (Sidney Lorraine 
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Crandall) Edson Johnson, Jr., San Chas. R. Butler, Jr., Dermott, Ark.; 
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Gunn, Bellaire, Texas; Miss Jean Marie Fulson, Atlanta, Ga. 

Holmes, Brownsville, Texas; AFRICA: 
Theodore Wm. Stixrud, Belgian Congo; 


John C. Pritchard, Hazard, Ky.; FLORA MACDONALD 
KOREA: Mr. and Mrs. (Agnes Alli- 

son Hibbs) Howard Basil Smith, Jr., 

Nashville, Tenn.; BRAZIL: Albert B. COLLEGE 


Coit, Jr., Newellton, La.; Mr. and Mrs. F 

(Flora Louise Worthington) Jon K. Red Springs, N.C. 
Crow, Danville, Va.; EAST BRAZIL: A rich educational experience 
Mr. and Mrs. (Barbara Anne Clark) in a 


Curren Rogers McLane, Wharton, J Cheleiins chemin 
Texas; NORTH BRAZIL: Mr. and SRPMS Se aii 


Mrs. (Nancy Clendenin) Jule C. Spach, Marshall Scott Woodson 
Winston-Salem, N. C.; WEST BRAZIL: President 
Mr. and Mrs. (Ruth Elizabeth Hart) 
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“EDUCATION HAS ALWAYS YIELDED 
HER BEST FRUIT WHEN ASSOCIATED 
WITH RELIGION. TRAINED MIND RULES 
AMERICA.”’ 


—Woodrow Wilson. 
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The Registrar ; Schreiner Institute; Box U; Kerrville, Texas. 
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